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accursed spot. The people brought up under this guidance,
were servile, priest-ridden, and superstitious; but they were re-
markable for their domestic virtues, and this remains to this day
their character. As for the Irish Bench and Bar, a very potent
influence in a country governed as Ireland was, it had under-
gone a change in all respects for the better. The rising gene-
ration of the Irish Judges disliked and discountenanced the
Penal Code; the highest posts in the Law were sometimes
held by Irishmen; the whole profession became more Irish,
less subservient, more attached to their country. This change
had been partly due to the fact, that though Catholics remained
excluded from the Bar, many had nominally conformed to
satisfy the law, like the " nouveaux convertis" of the French
Huguenots, and some of these were distinguished men.
Ireland, after the middle of the eighteenth century, thus
became different, in many respects, from what it had been from
the reign of William III to that of George III. This progress,
however, was only partial and superficial to a considerable
extent; it was probably exaggerated by observers of the day.
The profound divisions of race and faith, which kept society
asunder, continued to exist; this ulcer had been only filmed
and skinned over; Catholics and Protestants were separated by
the widest barriers through life. The few Catholic gentry who
remained were still a feeble and timid order of men; they
were still all but outside the pale of the law; they could not
lift Catholic Ireland out of subjection. The Protestants were
as yet a dominant caste that held a Catholic people down; if in
the most important of social relations, that between the
owners and occupiers of the soil, a distinct improvement was
manifest, the evils of the past were still but too prevalent.
Enormous tracts of land were still held by absentees, and
mismanaged in many instances; middleman tenures, if
diminishing, were very common, preventing improvement and
causing much mischief; numbers of the lesser gentry were